


About this year's beneficiary

FoodAid Compassion

• FoodAid/VIETA’s proposal is to build stations of 
quality drinking water for at least two schools 
and one hospital in Vietnam.

• Water wells, like bridges, classrooms and 
schools, are unique to the areas in which 
they are built. Approximate costs for wells in 
Vietnam are about $130 US which includes the 
well, pump, and a concrete apron.

• Between 4 and 10 families use each well. 
They are never for just one family.

• Other projects that FoodAid Compassion has 
supported and initiated include donating food, 
clothing, wheelchairs, skills training, and school 
supplies.

For more information, visit www.foodaid.com.
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ROSE PAGEANT COURT

History 
of Rose 
Pageant
Rose Pageant was 
created in 2001 by the 
VSAUCI President, Thi 
Nguyen, in order to raise 
funds for a Vietnamese 
float in the Pasadena 
New Year’s Rose Parade. 
Thirteen years later, the 
annual pageant has 
grown into a legacy, 
raising tens of thousands 
of dollars for charities. It 
is our honor to carry on 
this tradition and help 
make the world a better 
place.

Tonight's Program



   President's Message
Good evening, ladies, gentlemen, families, and friends. My name is Anthony Vu, 
President of the Vietnamese Student Association at the University of California, Irvine, 
and I would like to start off by thanking everyone for taking time out of your night to 
be here and support VSAUCI’s 14th Annual Rose Pageant: “Once Upon A Time.”  
Throughout these past months, VSAUCI staff has worked tirelessly to put together 
this event. As president, I had the pleasure of working with such a hard working 
and dedicated staff. After spending so much time together and being able learn 
more from one another with the same intentions of putting everything together and 
putting on this event tonight, it was all worth it. Carrying on this tradition has been 
a phenomenal journey for all of us and we could not be anymore grateful for all the 
love and support we have received from our great alumnus. 

Tonight, you will see 25 beautiful, young ladies walk across the stage gracing us 
with their beauty, intelligence, and charisma. Seeing all of these beautiful young 
ladies coming together and not only learning the etiquettes of being a Rose Queen, 
but building a close relationship with one another after all the Saturday practices 
and time they have spent together has been an astounding voyage for us. These 
ladies are not just here tonight to grace us with their beauty, intelligence, and 
charisma, but they are also here to help FoodAid Compassion, an organization that 
strives to end hunger and poverty in Vietnam and other parts of Southeast Asia.

On behalf of VSAUCI, I would like to thank all of our families, friends, alumnus, 
sponsors, internal organizations, the Union of the Vietnamese Student Associations, 
external Vietnamese Student Associations, and all of you who came out here to be 
here with us tonight. Thank you for all of your love and support, because without you 
all, this show would have not been possible.

- Anthony Vu, VSAUCI President



  Director's
       Message

Hello, my name is Kristen 
Quynh Nguyen and I am this 
year’s Rose Pageant Director. It has 
been such a pleasure planning 
and directing this event over the 
past couple months. It has been 
an incredible journey for me. I 
would like to thank everyone for 
attending the show and supporting 
the lovely contestants of our 14th 
Annual Rose Pageant. 

Rose Pageant is definitely one of 
my favorite events that is hosted 
by a school under the Union of 
Vietnamese Student Associations 
(UVSA) of Southern California. 
No, it is not because it is hosted 
by UC Irvine, but it is because 
this event is simply amazing. This 
event brings girls from all over 
Southern California together.

These girls come as strangers but in the end, they leave with fun-filled memories 
and wonderful new friendships. Rose Pageant, or any event hosted by a school 
under UVSA, is for a positive cause. The proceeds of these events are donated 
to a philanthropy, chosen by the Union of North American Vietnamese Student 
Associations (UNAVSA). This year’s collective philanthropy is Food Aid Compassion, 
a non-profit organization that strives to end poverty and hunger in Vietnam and other 
parts of Asia. Furthermore, Rose Pageant is also the first event that I had helped out 
with when I first got to UC Irvine, so it holds a special place in my heart. 

It is an honor for me to be able to be the director for this event. I started out as an 
intern, simply just helping the staff with whatever that was needed to the Sponsorship 
Coordinator and Judges Coordinator my second year. This year, I am proud to 
continue the Rose Pageant legacy that was started back in 2001 as the 2014 
Director. I was able to meet 25 beautiful ladies and worked with them over the past 
two months. I can assure you that these wonderful girls have worked very hard to put 
on this show tonight. Some of them came in as quirky and even awkward girls, and 
tonight, they will shine as beautiful and confident princesses.

I want to thank every single one of you: my attentive staff, the lovely judges, the 
generous sponsors, the wonderful audience and the beautiful contestants from the 
bottom of my heart for making Rose Pageant possible tonight. Enjoy the show and 
have a great evening!

- Kristen Quynh Nguyen, Rose Pageant Director



Hello beautiful ladies and gentlemen, thank you 
for coming to this year's Rose Pageant! My name 
is Diane and I am the assistant director. I actually 
thought about participating in Rose Pageant for 
the last two years, however I couldn't see myself 
as a contestant but I knew I wanted to be a part 
of it somehow. Kristen put me under her wing as 
her assistant and next thing you know it, I'm an 
active part for Rose Pageant. Now instead of 
just looking at the pictures of what Rose Pageant 
turned out to be, I could experience the before, 
the now, and the after. For me, Rose Pageant is a 
pageant where beauty is not just physical features 
and that is what I love about it. Beauty gets to 
be redescribed in a completely different aspect. 
However, our lovely contestants this year possess 
beauty in their hearts, their minds, and
as well as physically. These girls have been a

Through the process of this program, each and every one of these girls have grown and 
matured not only as an individual, but also as a family. We are very happy to have been 
a part of their journey to self-actualization and self-appreciation. We only hope that they 
continue to grow and succeed in whatever they pursue in life. We hope you all enjoy the 
show. 

- Kirsten Joie Ignacio & Serenity Tran, Choreographers

Diane HuynhASSISTANT DIRECTOR

pleasure to be able to work with; they really do make gloomy days brighter. This was my 
first time ever being a part of the Rose Pageant staff, let alone an assistant director. And 
I can finally say it has been quite the journey. I loved every single moment working with 
everyone in order to get us to where we are now, so I hope you all enjoy the final results 
of all of the hard work put in by the lovely girls and staff. Thank you again and have a 
wonderful night.

- Diane Thao Huynh, Assistant Director

Serenity Tran
CHOREOGRAPHER

Kirsten IgnacioCHOREOGRAPHER

It was our pleasure to work 
with an amazing and 
talented group of girls for 
this year’s Rose Pageant. 
Each one of them brought 
a unique and special 
element that contributed to 
the entirety of this program. 
Without them, this show 
would not be possible. 
What’s even greater is that 
all their hard work and time 
will contribute to the greater 
cause of servicing those in 
need in Vietnam. 
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GIA N. LY
Ms. Gia N. Ly is the marketing director of ArrowGTP, a marketing 
company licensed by Google to work on their Business Photos Program on 
Google Maps. She is also the co-owner and manager of Zen Vegetarian 
Restaurant and Crepe Corner, both located in Westminster, California. She 
previously held several corporate positions at Bristol West Insurance and 
Farmers Insurance from 2002 till 2010.

Aside from her professional life, Ms. Ly is also an avid leader in the 
community serving on numerous boards and commissions such as the 
Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce (Chairwoman 2014-2016). 
Ms. Ly has become a mentor to many young college students in the US 
and in Vietnam.

RICHIE LE
Richie Le is an artist based out of Los Angeles, California and was raised in 
Seattle, Washington of the Pacific Northwest. As a Vietnamese American 
YouTuber, Richie utilizes popular digital media to offer audiences a new 
perspective of Vietnamese culture while learning about their own self 
identify and values. Inspired by a medical mission trip to Vietnam in 2012, 
Richie emphasizes the importance and value of learning about your family’s 
upbringing and immigrant story. Richie has collaborated with other YouTube 
artists such as Fung Bros, AJ Rafael, MC Jin, Wong Fu Productions, and 
many more!   

ANNE PHUNG NGUYEN
Anne Phung Nguyen graduated from CSU Fullerton in 2012 with a B.A. 
in Business Administration and worked in corporate mortgage. Through 
post-college life she found her passion and calling for health and fitness; 
wanting to pursue that and be her own boss, she acquired her personal 
training certification. She currently runs her own personal training business 
in Long Beach and is the executive assistant to Live Fit Apparel's CEO. 
Anne is presently the reigning Miss Vietnam of Southern California and is 
determined to break image, career and all cliche stereotypes for Vietnam-
ese and Asian women all over the world. If Anne could leave one piece of 
advice to everyone, it would be to work hard towards your goals and stay 
true to yourself.

MISS ÁO DÀI JUDGE - CHRISTY PHAM
Christy Pham graduated from San Jose State University with a B.S. Degree 
in Forensic Biology with emphasis in Criminal Science and A.S. Degree 
in Fashion Design at Saddleback College. She has been deeply involved 
with the Vietnamese Community since 2010 especially with the pageant 
community and the Vietnamese Media. She enjoys her pageant family as 
she thinks it is a great way to network as well as having the chance to 
show off the Vietnamese ao dai. She was Miss Asia San Diego princess 
2012, Miss Vietnam Sacramento princess 2013, and currently hold the 
title Miss Ontario Summer Pageant 2014. As with the Vietnamese Media 
she has been on SET-57.4 Home Shopping, commercials for VBS-TV 57.6, 
and currently she is with VNA-TV-57.3 as a part time News Anchor.

JUDGES



            Diana "Dannie" Xuân Thanh Phạ m
                COMMUNICATIONS MAJOR, 1ST YEAR

I can definitely see myself through Rapunzel from Tangled. Throughout most of 
my life, my sole motivation was my family's happiness, which wa s why I strove 
for exemplary grades, helped around the house, and constantly picked up new 
hobbies. My energy and willingness to go on spontaneous adventures allow 
me to learn more about others as well as myself; that's what makes those daring 
moments all worth it. To my family, friends,  VSAUCI, judges: Thank you for being 
a part of this journey with me because “now’s when my life begins!”

            Carmina Guiang
                   NURSING MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

I can closely identify myself to the character Ellie, from the movie “Up” by Pixar. 
One of the main reasons I picked Ellie was because of a special trait that we both 
share, a trait that I admire the most: being able to love, whatever and whoever, 
unconditionally and wholeheartedly. With this trait, Ellie was able to overcome 
hardships and continue living and loving her life; a lesson that I want to be able 
to teach people to do one day... that life is full of adventures and each one 
matters, no matter how big or small.

            Leilani Clemente
                KINESIOLOGY MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

I would want to be Hermione Granger from the Harry Potter series. Not only does 
she break the image of how a heroine should be, she redefines it. Hermione 
is a hero because she decides to be a hero; she’s brave, she’s principled, she 
works hard, and she never apologizes for the fact that her goal is to be extremely 
good. The fact that she came from two very ordinary normal human parents in 
this magical world proves that being special isn’t about where you come from; it’s 
about what you can do, if you put your mind to it.

            Victoria Tú-Anh Phạm
                ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING MAJOR, 5TH YEAR

Alice, from "Alice in Wonderland" or Through the Looking Glass, is a perfect 
representation of who I am. Curious and brave, Alice ventures off into a world 
that she doesn't understand and feels lost in. Her outgoing demeanor and faith 
in the good nature of others help her make new friends who help her find her 
way. As I face similar struggles becoming an independent adult and graduating 
college, I know I can depend on the wisdom of my family and friends to find the 
strength and humility to truly learn who I am.

#1
            Judy Nguyễn
                HEALTH SCIENCE MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

I would be Sailor Moon not only because she is a pretty guardian with sparkly 
super powers, but because she also emphasizes the importance of friendship. This 
is important to me because throughout my time in college, I’ve managed to make 
wonderful friends who constantly love and support me. In my journey as a Rose 
Pageant contestant, I also hope to create and strengthen bonds with everyone 
who was on this journey with me!
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                 Emmie Yến Nhi Vũ
                 CRIMINAL JUSTICE & THEATER MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

I would be Peter Pan because he teaches children that family, and to really live, is 
more important than lingering in childhood adventures. I really adore him because 
I didn't get a chance at a happy childhood but I know that I can't always linger in 
the past, I need to move forward and live. I really like his personality and the one 
thing that I like most about his personality is that he aims to fight fair, even in the 
worst situations. And lastly, I'd like to fly. Gotta have that faith, trust and some pixie 
dust right?

                 Michelle Phương Nguyễn
                 BIOCHEMISTRY MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

The fictional/fairy tale character that I resemble most is Mulan. I see myself relating 
to her because of her strong characteristics, including her willingness to sacrifices 
herself for her family. I can relate to this side of her because I know that no matter 
what happens I will stand up for my family and do anything for them. Mulan is a 
very strong and independent women, as I also believe myself to be, since I stand 
up for what I believe in and have been independent starting at a young age.

             Jody Phương Mai Phạm
                 BUSINESS MARKETING MAJOR & GRAPHIC DESIGN MINOR
                 2ND YEAR

I would be Dory from the Pixar movie, “Finding Nemo!” Dory is an optimistic fish 
that never loses her curiosity and did her best in every way possible to help Marlin 
the Clownfish find his son, Nemo. Much like Dory, I believe that I am always 
looking up towards the future and finding the good in everything and everyone I 
see while also always keeping an open mind. I like to help people out and put my 
best efforts into everything I do, all while having fun and making sure that I stay true 
to my own self, values, and beliefs as a individual.

             Tina Dương
                 MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS MAJOR, 2ND YEAR

I would hands down be Jinx from League of Legends. Jinx loves to have fun in every 
situation that she encounters. She's also very good at knowing how to take lead 
of whatever position she puts herself in cough ADC huh uh what. My name is Tina 
Duong and if you need a friend to rely on, I'll be your carry!!!

                 Katryna Tôn Tường Lan
                       BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION - MARKETING MAJOR
                       4TH YEAR

Ever since I was a child, Cinderella has always been my favorite fairytale princess. 
Although she was treated unfairly and unkindly, she chose to appreciate what 
she had and remained kind and thoughtful. She teaches us the importance of 
maintaining optimism through unfortunate circumstances and to hold onto hope. Like 
Cinderella, I am kind to others and I look for the good in people and situations. 
I believe that good things come to good people if they are willing to take the 
chances when they are presented.
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                Vivian LêQuang
                      LIBERAL STUDIES MAJOR,    4TH YEAR

I would be the Three Good Fairies from Sleeping Beauty. I am a leader like Flora, 
the pink fairy. Like Fauna, the blue fairy, I have a tendency towards obliviousness 
but can typically be a peacemaker. And lastly, I can also be feisty and resourceful 
like Merryweather, the blue fairy.

                Kimmy Nguyễn
                     PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR, 2ND YEAR

I would choose to be Tiana from The Princess and the Frog. She is the most 
ambitious and hardworking Disney Princess to achieve her dream of opening her 
own restaurant. It is inspiring that she does not need help from anyone because of 
her independent nature. Her personality resembles my own, such that she is sassy, 
modest, funny, and passionate.

                Kathy Wang
                     MANAGEMENT SCIENCE MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

I would be Donkey from the movie Shrek because he is my spirit animal! Like 
Donkey, I put my friends first, keep an open mind, recognize the best in others, and 
stay positive and enthusiastic, hoping my energy will contagiously bounce off to 
others. Most importantly, Donkey is constantly and sporadically bursting into song 
and dance - just like me! Being silly is the best way to be since life is always more 
fun when you pretend you're the star of a musical and if I'm able to make someone 
else smile or laugh in the process, well, that's just a perk.

                Dalena Đào
                     PRE-BUSINESS MAJOR, 2ND YEAR

I would be Mulan because of her courageous act of being herself. Mulan went 
against the stereotypes that woman could not fight in war and found herself with 
something that is not normal for girls to do. For me, I grew to love doing something 
that not many people enjoy doing: Working out. In high school, I would exercise 
my booty off just to stay skinny because that's how society portrayed beauty to 
be. Now I work out not for the image anymore but, more for myself and I've never 
been happier in my own skin.

                Julie Tô
                     BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND HUMAN RESOURCES  
                     MAJOR - CONCENTRATION IN MANAGEMENT, 3RD YEAR

I would choose the ugly duckling from "The Ugly Duckling" to represent myself. 
When you are stuck against a wall and cannot get out but instead keep pushing 
on no matter what, you will come out as the most beautiful version of yourself, 
much more than when you first started. Beauty is different for each individual where 
not one person is more beautiful or less beautiful than another but instead we are 
all beautiful in our own light as we strive to be the best version of ourselves that we 
can be.
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                   Ngô Ngọc Quỳnh Trân
                         URBAN STUDIES MAJOR, 2ND YEAR

I would be Belle from Beauty and the Beast. She is compassionate, courageous, 
and quite eccentric. I love the fact that although her townspeople disagree with 
women expressing their intelligence, she continues to read her books and goes 
against social norms. We both dream of adventure in the great wide somewhere 
and are driven by curiosity. She is very open-minded, thus, she was able to look 
past the Beast's appearance and love him for who he is. Belle reminds me to love 
and appreciate everyone around because having a family is truly a blessing.

                   Jennifer Trương
                         UNDECLARED - BUSINESS ECONOMICS MAJOR
                         2ND YEAR

I choose to be Merida from the Disney movie Brave because she is just an 
ordinary girl who loves to go on adventures, do her own thing and does not 
follow traditional values. She also learns how to appreciate the things she loves 
and I feel like that is an important concept to hold on to.

                   Hạnh Kim Võ
                         GRAPHIC DESIGN MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

After reading the book Wicked, I felt a strong connection to Elphaba. She is 
strong, passionate, opinionated, protective of what’s important to her, and stands 
up for what she thinks it right even if it’s “unpopular”. I love the idea that someone 
so unique could not only succeed, but also be willing to turn her back on success 
in order to stand up for her beliefs. I have always admired how she embraced her 
imperfections and found confidence and strength through them.

                   Eileen Nguyễn
                         APPLIED MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS MAJOR
                         3RD YEAR

If I were to be any fictional character, I'd be Luna Lovegood from the Harry Potter 
series. Even though she's not accepted by her peers due to her unconventional 
ways and her odd personality, she never tries to change herself for anyone. She's 
original, sincere, and has unmatched positivity, believing in people when no one 
else will. Through the toughest struggles and the darkest times, she remains true to 
her friends and most importantly, true to herself.

                   Lola Ngô Phương Anh
                         ECONOMICS/FINANCE MAJOR, 3RD YEAR

I would be Tam in the Vietnamese fairy tale “The story of Tam and Cam." This sto-
ry has often been called the Vietnamese version of Cinderella. I have chosen this 
character because Tam always works hard without complaining and expecting 
rewards from anyone. The lesson that I learned from this is the person who works 
hard always gets unexpected surprises that far exceed the challenges they face in 
their life's journey.
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                  Kim Loan Nguyễn
                               NUTRITIONAL SCIENCE MAJOR, 2ND YEAR

I would like to be princess Merida from "Brave". The reason I want to be Merida 
because she is a strong character. Unlike any other princesses who are feminine, 
weak and in need of protection from their prince, Merida can protect herself. 
Not only able to protect herself, but Merida is so strong and brave that she could 
be able to protect her family and the people that she loves and cares for. Which 
suit to my personality because I always try to be more independent and become 
stronger to protect my family and the people around me.

                  Võ Thị Quỳnh Giao
                        PRE-CHEMISTRY MAJOR, 1ST

If I could be any fictional character, I would choose to be Mulan. I admire her 
courage, determination, and fearless personality. Her character is easy to relate 
to unlike “Sleeping Beauty” or “Beauty and the Beast” and through Mulan, I was 
taught to be independent by doing everything myself and not rely on others. She 
showed me how not to limit but rather challenge myself to do things that society 
believe that are impossible.

                  Kristal Thanh Thanh Hà
                        BIOCHEMISTRY MAJOR, 4TH YEAR

I would be Rapunzel from Tangled. She loves adventure and is eager to explore 
the world, yet is somewhat hesitant to venture outside of her comfort zone. I am 
always excited to experience new things and I love knowing that there is an 
infinite amount of discovery at my disposal. I have been given so many incredible 
opportunities to find adventure and to challenge myself to explore areas beyond 
those which I am used to. I hope that I will be able to make my life worthwhile by 
taking advantage of these opportunities and doing it all with a positive attitude 
and a bright smile!

                  Kristine Bảo Nhi Huỳnh
                        HOSPITALITY & TOURISM MANAGEMENT MAJOR
                        2ND YEAR

I would be the Invisible Woman from the Fantastic Four. As a person, I'm pretty 
outgoing; but sometimes I like being invisible (in a good way)! I like escaping 
from all the stress and havoc of my life & disappear, whether it's hanging out in 
my room all day or going to the top of the mountain and enjoying the view. Not 
only that, but I love helping & protecting others. The Invisible Woman protects 
people with a strong, force field. I would protect the ones that I love with all that I 
have if it meant that they wouldn't be harmed.

                  Cindy Phạm Phan Kỳ Duyên
                        SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES MAJOR
                        2ND YEAR

Every heroine does not start with the skill she needs to conquer obstacles and 
difficulties. However, that does not mean that these heroic qualities are not inside 
of us. For example, Chihiro from Spirited Away does not start off as an admirable 
protagonist; she matures and develops herself throughout her traumatic, liminal 
journey. Like Chihiro, I’m constantly being called to action and pressured to 
perform. In the end, I want to become the own hero and save, not only myself, 
but others as well.
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